
The ASERT Mission 

To enhance the lives of        

Pennsylvanians with autism of  

all ages and abilities by: 

 improving regional access 

to quality services and 

interventions 

 providing information and 

support to families 

 training professionals in 

best practices 

 facilitating partnerships 

among providers of      

services throughout the 

Commonwealth 
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T he Autism Services, 

Education, Resources, 

and Training Collaborative, 

or ASERT, is a key component 

of the Bureau of Autism’s 

strategy for supporting indi-

viduals with autism and their 

families throughout the Com-

monwealth.   

ASERT has been designed to 

bring  together resources lo-

cally, regionally, and 

statewide. 

There are three regional 

ASERTs, coordinating 

statewide. Each ASERT is a 

partnership of medical cen-

ters, centers of autism research 

and services, universities and 

other providers of services 

involved in the treatment and 

care of adults and children 

with autism. Families and in-

dividuals living with autism 

often find themselves isolated 

in general. Geographic or cul-

tural conditions can further 

compound a sense of isola-

tion. For example, according 

to the United States Census 

Bureau, 48 of Pennsylvania’s 

67 counties are considered to 

be rural. Many rural families 

do not have access to infor-

mation or  quality services 

and supports that would help 

them in meeting their needs or 

the needs of their family mem-

ber living with autism.  

Driven by the findings of the PA 

Autism Needs Assessment, each 

ASERT is charged with address-

ing the needs of their entire re-

gion, including the needs of the 

most rural regions of the state 

and the most under-served pop-

ulations. 

It is our vision that ASERT will 

connect existing resources and 

pockets of expertise, and address 

the regional gaps in effective ser-

vices and supports.  

 

ASERT is a statewide   

initiative funded by the 

Bureau of Autism Services,  

PA Department of Public 

Welfare 

Primary Partners 

Drexel University/University of Pennsylvania 

Penn State Hershey Medical Center/Philhaven 

Center for Autism and Developmental Disabilities 

Western Psychiatric Institute and Clinic of UPMC 

Center for Autism and Development Disorders 


